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Dear friends,

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430) has been
our cornerstone in this academic year. After his
election, Pope Leo XIV described himself as “a
son of St. Augustine.” In honor of our holy father,
we hosted several events devoted to St. Augustine,

the great Church father and African bishop.

This fall, we offered 10 events related to the life

and written works of St. Augustine. That’s not

counting our biennial summer seminar on his

magnum opus, Zhe City of God. One might ask if there is an appetite among students,
faculty, and our broader audience for so much Augustine. The answer has been a
resounding “yes”!

At our Tuesday night course, we typically expect about 15-20 University of Chicago
students around the seminar table at Gavin House. This quarter, we consistently
received over 30; every seat was taken, and we had to add chairs along the walls. At the
Ruth Lake Country Club, west of Chicago, where we have expected 70-80 attendees at
a typical lecture, we have had 100+ in each audience this fall.

St. Augustine continues to inspire us more than 1,500 years after his death. May he and
all the saints pray for us, as we make the Catholic intellectual tradition a vital part of
the secular university and the broader culture. Even today, we yearn for ancient truth:
As St. Augustine said, “Lord, You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in You.”

Yours in Christ,

Danny Wasserman-Soler
Executive Director

WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THE JOHN TEMPLETON FOUNDATION FOR THEIR
transformative support through a new joint project: ‘In Lumine Tuo: Expanding
and Sustaining the Catholic Intellectual Tradition Nationwide’ grant (#63614),
which develops and extends opportunities for the thirteen member organizations
of the In Lumine Network. The new project will deepen the impact of Catholic
thought both within the University of Chicago community and at non-Catholic
colleges and universities across North America. For more information, visit:
inluminetnetwork.org
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Summer Seminar Spotlight
The Vocation of a Catholic Scholar

This summer the Lumen Christi Institute continued
its annual summer seminar program with seven intensive
seminars. The seminars covered topics from antiquity to
the present, across many disciplines such as patristics,
economics, and contemporary philosophy. Among these
was a brand-new seminar: “The Vocation of the Catholic
Scholar” for newly-minted PhDs.

The seminar was catalyzed by LCI’s Postdoctoral Fellows
Program in Catholic Studies, which launched this fall.
For the inaugural cohort of fellows, the institute was
only able to accept two out of a pool of nearly seventy,
highly-qualified candidates. This week-long seminar was
born out of the interest of so many talented young
Catholic scholars, secking intellectual community and
greater connection with the Church’s rich tradition. The
seminar made it possible to bring an additional eleven of

2025 Summer Seminars

these young scholars for a week of formation, friendship,
and discussion about the meaning of the role in the

Church to which God has called them.

Each morning, Fr. Stephen Fields, SJ (Georgetown
University) led a conversation on the seminar’s primary
text: St. John Henry Newman’s 7he Idea of a University.
Each afternoon, senior scholars shared their own
reflections on research and teaching in the university in
the light of their faith. They encouraged seminar
participants to consider how the Catholic tradition
enriches the scholarly vocation

All LCI seminars aim to help students master content
from the Catholic intellectual tradition, while also
creating a space for Catholic community and academic
engagement. “The Vocation of the Catholic Scholar,”
however, took this a step further and marked a new

phase in LCI’s accompaniment of students.

The summer seminar program has long focused on its
mission to ‘teach the teachers. The formation LCI
students receive during graduate school, however, can
only go on to impact their future students if they
successfully become professors themselves. These new
postdoctoral offerings are intended to help make this
trtansition. Both the seminar and the postdoctoral
fellowship mark an initial foray into bridging the gap
between when a student completes graduate studies and
begins a faculty position.

Drawing on Newman allowed them to think about
what is distinctive about being a Catholic scholar, rather
than simply a scholar who is Catholic. “What makes
someone a Catholic scholar is the recognition that the
person of the teacher matters,” said Michael LeChevallier,
the director of LCI’s National Catholic Scholars
program. “Their life and their mode of engaging with
students is how they communicate what they believe
about truth. Forming students to think is actually
forming them to be who they are.”

It matters also what kind of community teachers create
for their students. Building and fostering community is
essential, not accidental, to true Catholic academic
engagement. Participant and LCI postdoctoral fellow
Cassandra Sever agreed: “My favorite part about the
Lumen Christi Institute is the people. As a scholar, the
community is as important as the literature.”

Participants were challenged to think about the state of

academia today. The consensus in their discussions was
that the relationship between students and their studies
is breaking down. Only when students understand the
purpose of learning and how it relates to who they are,
will they approach it with commitment and hope. It is
the educator’s responsibility to teach students how to
truly think, and so form them into who God created
them to be.

This seminar, like the other summer seminars, created
community through formal excursions, as well as
informal lunches and free time for the participants to
become friends. On the second morning participants
began to speak with vulnerability about the academic
market and the reality of rejection. “They brought their
full selves to the discussion,” LeChevallier said. “And
that is something that you cannot force.”

Many of these participants began teaching at colleges
and universities across the country this fall. Going
forward, LCI will seek to support these young scholars
in their vocations to research and teaching by creating a
community of practice. They will meet monthly in a
virtual format to support one another and foster their
own growing understanding of the important work they
are doing for the Church and the world. Teachers, just as
much as their students, need community and friendship.
Particularly as they transition from students to teachers,
LCI desires to provide these young scholars with a place
where they are known and valued as whole persons, and
where friendships grow from a shared devotion to truth
in Christ.
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For sixteen centuries, St. Augustine of Hippo
has shaped Christian tradition. Augustine is known
for his keen theological insight and lyrical prose, as
manifested particularly in his much-loved Confessions.
Augustine is considered the father of Western
theology, but his impact extends beyond Christian
thought. He has also formed the daily living of the
faith and the structure of the Church: 7he Rule of St.
Augustine is one of the earliest documents outlining
the shape of what we now call religious life.

St. Augustine’s legacy took on a renewed meaning
with the election of Pope Leo XIV in May. In his
first address as pope, Leo declared himself “a son of
St. Augustine.” With these words, Leo announced
a direction for his papacy which would take its
inspiration from
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